
Exalted Ruler’s Message 
 

A Fraternal Organization 
Join Elkdom’s Action Team 
Make Your Friend a Member 

 

It is amazing how fast the year is going. With very busy months like January it seems to make it go even faster. 
 
You started the year with our New Year's Eve party. What a great time everyone had. The food supplied by Gusto 46 was a great hit 
and the DJs had many of the members dancing all night. Thanks to all who made this event such a success. 
 
The next morning was an early rise for some of us, for we attended the Ogdensburg charity motorcycle ride for the Karen Ann 
Quinlan organization. Members of the motorcycle committee met at the lodge at 9 a.m. and rode to the Run, then went on the 35 
mile run to return for hot dogs and chili. There were several other lodges represented at this event which put a good face on for the 
Elks. 
 
Our own Heidi McDonald the district Deputy had her homecoming to the Lodge. The Lodge put its best foot forward and welcome 
her with open arms. We made her proud in front of our visiting guests and the meeting went off without a hitch. 
 
The ritual team is working hard to bring back the state trophy. They are practicing very hard every week with our great Coaches Rick 
and Linda Gathen who cracked the whips to get us in shape. We even had a live practice bringing in for new members on January 
13th. We know they will be a plus to our family of Elks. 
 
The Veterans committee out did themselves with their roast beef dinner for the Veterans. They sold out their tickets and the food 
was great. It is members like this who make this Lodge the number one Lodge that it is. Thank you Veterans committee. 
 
The Special Children's committee has also been busy getting ready for the Leap in the Lake. They brought in special needs children 
to  make t-shirts for this event. These kids had a great time and hope you all come out to support this event. The Leap in the Lake is 
scheduled for February 8th. If you can make it and have time to help out see Rick Gathen. 
 
I would like to just thank all our members who make all these events such a success. And if you enjoy football remember the Super 
Bowl at the Lodge on February 2, 2020. Bring a food dish and enjoy an evening of fun and rivalry with fellow Elks. 
 

God bless the United States, our Vets and the Elks. 
 

Fraternally  
Charles Horvath  

Exalted Euler 
 
 

2019                                                 2020 
 

 

CHARITY                               JUSTICE                           BROTHERLY LOVE                               FIDELITY 
 



Committee Chairs
Accident & Prevention Mike Clarke

973-713-2370
Activities Madelyn Walrod, PER

201-230-2596
Americanism Linda Gathen

973-398-2097
Antlers Tarin Chiappa

973-714-1334
Bar Co-Chair Debi Werner

973-668-9302
Community Activities Madelyn Walrod, PER

973-398-2770
Convention Linda Gathen, PER

973-398-2097
Drug Awareness Dee Krowl

973-390-0638
Elks National Foundation Debi Werner

973-668-9302
Fraternal Committee Linda Gathen, PER

973-398-2097
Goverment Relations Heidi McDonnell, DD-D

862-579-5616
Grounds Maintenance Mike Clarke

973-713-2370
Hall Rental Madelyn Walrod, PER
 973-398-2770
Hoop Shoot Tom Brown

973-919-5395
Indoctrination  Rick Gathen, PSP

973-398-2097
Investigation Wayne McDonnell
 862-579-5616
Lapsation Barbara Tokar, PER

201-207-7545
Lodge Activities Patsy Schmidt

973-975-2325
Membership Barbara Tokar

201-263-7035
Motorcycle Charlie Horvath, ER

862-432-7702
Parades Gene Garabrant, PVP

973-627-0017
Pole Barn  Red Cu rry
Public Relations Diane Gleason

315-246-8833

relief Committee
CharlieHorvath 862-432-7702
Roxanne Steffen 973-650-0199
Wayne McDonnell 862-579-5616
Salliemae Johnson 973-713-3428
Linda Gathen 973-398-2097
Barbara Tokar 201-207-7545

Ritual Rick Gathen, PSP
Linda Gathen, PER

Scholarship Elena Tunstead
973-592-3591

Sickness & Distress Sallimae Johnson, PER
973-713-3428

Soccer Shoot Tom Brown
973-919-5395

Special Children Wayne McDonnell
 862-579-5616
Veterans Ed Parrillo

973-398-6677
Army of Hope Bob Ricker

973-288-1030
Youth Activities Tom Brown

973-919-5395

PLANNING A FUNCTION?
OUR HALL IS AVAILABLE 

TO RENT FOR ANY FUNCTION
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL MADELYN AT 398-2770.

2019-2020
LODGE OFFICERS

Exalted Ruler Charles Horvath
862-432-7702

Est. Leading Knight Roxanne Steffen
973-650-0199

Est. Loyal Knight Wayne McDonnell
862-579-5615

Est. Lecturing Knight Sallimae Johnson,  PER
973-713-3428

Esquire Kathleen Caffrey, PER
973-543-8283

Chaplain  Michael Tresca, PER
 973-288-1583
Inner Guard Matthew Winnans, PER

973-572-8297
Tiler  Barbara Pirro

201-841-8579
Treasurer  Linda Gathen, PDD

973-398-2097
Secretary  Barbara Tokar, PER

201-207-7545

 Lodge Photographer Michaela Winnans

1 Year Trustee Rick Gathen, PSP
2 Year Trustee Tom Brown, PDD
3 Year Trustee  Sean MacMillan
4 Year Trustee Gene Garabrant, PVP
5 Year Trustee  John Shaw, PER

We Would Like To Extend Our Best Wishes For 
A Happy Birthday To The Following Members

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Madelyn Walrod, PER, Chairman

Tom Chiappa
Barbara Pirro

June Vaananen
Debi Werner

Matt Winnans, PER
Roxanne Steffen

February Birthdays



“Elks Give from the Heart”
ROBERT L. DUITSMAN

GRAND EXALTED RULER
2019-2020

Delinquent Members Deserve A Phone Call

“Elks Care - Elks Share.”
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Your articles, flyers and photos are to be emailed to 
patsygirl77@yahoo.com by the 20th of each month. If 
you need additional time please do not hesitate to give 
me a call at 973-975-2325 to make any arrangements 
needed. If you wish to have your newsletter emailed to 
save a stamp, please send me an email and place “Save 
a Stamp” in the subject line.

Patsy Schmidt, Newsletter Editor

~ InItIated on January 13, 2020 ~

New Member  Proposed By:
Kathy Appleby Madelyn Walrod
Jimmy Bizarro James Bizarro
Elaine Russo Sallimae Johnson
Verity Wetzler Jill Ayers

Barbara Tokar, PER, Lodge Secretary

The end of the Lodge year is fast approaching. I hope that Lodges are contacting delinquent Members to find out what is going 
on, and how they can be kept as Members.
I strongly suggest that no Member should be dropped without some sort of initial personal contact, whether it be a phone 
call or visit, to really find out what is happening. Sometimes there are special circumstances that can be worked around. 
Whatever the reason for the delinquency, the person has been a part of your Lodge family and should be afforded the respect 
and fraternal concern given to all Members.
Even if a delinquent Member has decided for whatever reason not to continue his or her membership, please consider making 
the effort to find out why. There may be something going on in your Lodge that can be changed to avoid the loss of additional 
Members. Something to think about.
February is possibly the most important month of the fraternal year: It is when the leaders of the Lodge are chosen. Every 
Member should take an interest in officer selection and attend the meeting. Then, elections are to be conducted. Unfortunately, 
there have been times when a very small percentage of a Lodge’s membership have elected officers with a passion not shared 
by the majority. It behooves every Elk to take an interest in the election process and be a part of the decisions made. The future 
of the Lodge may depend on it.
If you haven’t done so, please try to keep your Lodge website page on elks.org up to date. Often times I’ve visited a Lodge 
page and found that officer listings were missing or no longer accurate. An outdated or inaccurate web page, especially one 
provided free through Grand Lodge, reflects poorly.
With only two months left in the fraternal year, now is a good time to plan for year end activities. Will there be an event to 
recognize senior Members who have achieved milestones in their Lodge membership? Are the new officers properly prepared 
for their coming year of service? All of these things, both fun and important, should be under consideration as the end of the 
year starts to come into focus.
Finally, to the Lodge Secretaries, please make sure to enter new Lodge directory information into CLMS2web so that correct 
listings can be available. It will save a lot of time later on.

Superbowl Sunday
PARTY

Starting At 5:00PM - Food Will Be Served



Who’s Cooking What For Dinner
 on FriDay night this Month?

february 7, 2020
Ham & mac N cHeese
Tommy & Tarin Chiappa
february 14, 2020

Beef BurguNdy
Debi Werner & paT porTer

february 21, 2020
cHef’s surprise

february 28, 2020
sHrimp scampi

Tom broWn, per

lodge #782

SICKNESS & DISTRESS

Please keep on your prayer list members who are still in recovery            
    Joanne Grady,     Debbie Ondish,      Mary Beck,      Charlie Horvath 
both      Marge & Red Curry.

Please keep in your continued prayers the following: Tom Healey, 
Audrey Thompson and Henry Russo.

With hopes for brighter days and smooth sailing in the days 
ahead. Get Well Soon and Wishing You A Quick Recovery.
Our members Madelyn Walrod, Ralph Elpin, Michael Siglow 
and David Wood have been hospitalized or have had a surgery 
last month.
I’m Happy to report that all are recuperating. Please keep in 
your continued prayers for a speedy recovery. 
_________________________________________________

Please feel free to call me at 973-713-3428 or text me at 
hdstormy@optonline.net with any information on a member 
who has fallen ill or to be placed on our prayer list.

 Fraternally yours,
Sallimae Johnson, PER, Sickness and Distress Chairman

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Wow!!! What weather do you think the Groundhog will see, 
will he see his shadow? The Leap In The Lake is on February 8th.  
We are all getting excited for a great event. Our special needs 
children deserve all we can do for them. After the leap is over 
we can relax for a few days. 

The next event will be the Winter Wonderland Dinner-Dance 
sponsored by the ENF Committee. Tickets are available at the 
bar or from Debbie Werner and must be purchased in advance. 

Tickets for the St. Patrick’s Day Party will be on sale February 
15th for members and then will be open to the public. Get them 
early as we know the Irish Harpers have a sell out crowd!!  Check 
out the flyer in the in this newsletter.  

Madelyn Walrod, PER 
House Committee Chairman 

SHOT FROM THE BAR
Come down to the Member’s Bar and watch your favorite driver 
race the Daytona 500 on February 16, 2020!! Bring a friend, your 
family, it is always a good time!! 

ER Charlie on welcoming his second 
granddaughter, Kinsley,

born on December 30, 2019.

Our member Mr. Richard Gathen, Jr. 
and his wife, Brittany on the birth of 

their first child, Evan Anthony Gathen, 
born on January 10, 2020.

CONGRATULATIONS
To The Proud Grandparents, 

Linda and Rick Gathen.



LAKE HOPATCONG ANTLER’S NEWS
It’s Leap in the Lake Month!   The Antlers are very excited to be a part of this special event again.  Many 
are leaping and many are land lubbers.  Either way, most are participating.  Come out to the Lake and 
check out our costumes this year.   We would like to thank Colleen Erickson for helping out in making 
the costumes this year.  Last month, we had some Antlers help out with the Veteran’s Roast Beef Dinner.  
They did an awesome job and had fun serving.  We are also looking to have another bake sale on February 
14th.  Check out our flyer for details. We are also getting ready to pick our Officers for the upcoming 
year.  Our Installation is pending a date in April.  More to come on this.  Don’t forget about our clothing 
bins located in the parking lot.  We appreciate any and all donations.  

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 2019 

 
FOOTBALLMANIA 

WINNERS
With Total Winnings $125.00

KEVIN SNYDER
GEORGE BATTAGLIA 

RICK NIEKRASH 
TOM BROWN

We also had 5 unsold winning tickets for an amount of $175.00.
The Antlers thank you once again 

for your generous donations.
SEE YOU NEXT SEASON!!!!

 

Come celebrate Valentine’s Day at the lodge for a wonderful  

Friday Night Dinner  

And don’t forget to stop by 

the Antlers Bake Sale for some delicious Valentines baked goods to go.   
The Antlers baked all the items themselves. 

We are selling cupcakes, brownies and loaf cakes                    

                    
All proceeds benefit the Antlers Youth Group  

 

In January the Antlers gave back by donating to the Special Children’s Committee as a gold sponsor.  They also raised a lot of 
money for the Leap Fundraiser.  Way to go Antlers!!!!!   
If you know anyone between the ages of 12 -21 that would like to see what we are all about, please feel free to have them come 
to one our meetings. Check us out and like us on Facebook @lakehopatcongantlerslodge4.   
Looking forward to a fun day at the lodge on Saturday, February 8th.   

Fraternally yours, 
Tarin Chiappa, Antlers Chairperson 

VETERANS COMMITTEE
Happy New Year 2020 from The Lake Hopatcong Elks Veterans Committee. We started the new year with a roast 
beef dinner/tricky tray dinner. Unfortnately the weather on Saturday, January 18th was not too good and kept 
some people away.  Our faithful friends of nearly 100 in attendance did manage to get out and support our 
Veterans and all enjoyed a delicious dinner. We actually had a sell out night! Special thanks to Tom Brown, Pat 
Esposito in cooking the beef and mashed potatoes. As always thank you, Madelyn Waldrod for the delicious 

brown gravy! Lets not forget the 4 Antlers who served all of our guests. Thank you to the grill guys from the Veterans Committee, 
awesome job slicing all the roast beef. A big thank you to, Marge Curry for wrapping nearly all of the donations. A special thank 
you to all those who donated to make this such a successful event. Looking forward to next year’s event!!
Let us all hope the rest of the winter is a mild one and that the groundhog doesn’t see his shadow.  

God Bless Our Veterans!!! Ed Parrillo, Veterans Committee Chairperson



SPECIAL CHILDREN’S 
COMMITTEE

Hello All,
Thank you to everyone that assisted 
with the Arts and Crafts Day with our 
Special Children.  We had 6 of our kids 
in attendance, including our Alternate 
Ambassador Jacob Brose, decorating 
T-shirts that we will be selling at the 
Leap in the Lake After Party.  We also 

need to the thank Tarin Chiappa and our Antlers that were 
in attendance to assist with the T-shirts production, as well as 
some of our members kids. We also had Past Ambassador, 
Joey C.  decorate some of his own designed T-shirts from home 
and he’s donating them to our event to be raffled off.  We also 
had the kids do some creative artwork that will be transformed 
into a main item to be raffled off during the party. Our DD, Heidi 
McDonnell deserves the credit for planning the Arts and Crafts’ 
project, assembling the artwork and designing the T-shirts, 
and being the lead decorator. Thanks to PDD Linda Gathen 
for getting the T-shirts produced. Thank you to our Leading 
Knight Roxxy Steffen and her daughter Dawn, Pat Porter, 
Tom Chiappa, PER John Shaw, Tiler Barb Pirro (our resident 
Penguin) and Mike Clarke with the project.  We did a few live 
Facebook feeds during the day to promote the items and the 
Leap as well.  The T-shirts turned out great and these will be 
sold at the after-leap party; $15.00 for one and 2 for $25.00.  
We only have a limited number of shirts, so be prepared to buy 
them because we do anticipate being sold out rather quickly. 
The main event to promote for February is our 11th Annual Leap 
in the Lake on Saturday, February 8, 2020 beginning at 1:00 pm 
at Hopatcong State Park. The After-Leap Party follows back at 
the lodge approximately around 2:00 pm and runs until 5:00 
pm. Hopefully, most of you by now are seasoned veterans of 
this event.  Whether you have directly participated by plunging 
into the cold water, sponsored another crazed individual or a 
full team that went in, or even more recently as being a Dry 
Leaper; your contributions over the years have been immense 
and impactful.  Your continuous efforts have touched the lives’ 
of so many of our Special Needs Children.  This allows our lodge 
to sponsor kids to Elks Camp Moore as well as promote projects 
for the kids in our local community.  In any capacity that you 
choose to participate with this fundraiser we humbly ask that 
you please continue to do so. Without the support from our 
lodge members, our local business, members of the community 
or individuals contributing from afar; we are accepting of what 
you can give to this great cause.  Please go to our lodge website 
(www.lakehopatcongelks.com) to view posted information to 
get involved, donate, sponsor an individual, and register to 
leap.  Thank you to All, well in advance, for whatever you can do 
for this fundraiser to make it another, safe and successful one! 
That is all for now and thank you for continuing our efforts to 
“Help Keep the Smiles on the Faces of our Special Children.”

Fraternally Yours,
Wayne McDonnell, Chairperson

Special Children’s Committee



 
Stuck in the house?  Nothing to do?   

How about cleaning out those closets and donating to the  

Lake Hopatcong Antlers  Lodge #4   
WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE 

Drop off your gently used clothing and items into one of our clothing bins               
Items may be bagged in: 

White kitchen garbage bags (13 gallon size) 
Retail shopping bags (from Target/Walmart, Old Navy, etc) 

Black garbage bags (no larger than 30 gal, and do not fill more than halfway) 
Re-usable/canvas/plastic/fabric shopping bags, laundry bags  

Please do not bring donations in storage totes, or boxes, or donate loose items. 
All Donations should be bagged  

 
Not Acceptable Items: 

Leftover Thrift Store or Rummage Sale Items of any kind 
Books, Board Games, Puzzles, Large Toys (above 14 inches in size) 

Art Supplies (Crayons, Markers, Coloring Books, Crafting Items,Fabric Scraps) 
Furniture, Rugs, Exercise Equipment, Appliances or Electronics of Any Kind (Nothing with a Cord) 

Winter Boots, Winter Coats, Single shoes, Roller Skates, Ice Skates 
Dirty, Damp, Damaged, Tattered items, Rags, Items with Holes or Tears, Broken Items 

Pack and Plays, Car Seats, Strollers, Baby Seats, Loungers 
Miscellaneous Housewares, Decorative Items, Bric-Brac 

Dishes, Glassware, Baking/Cookware, Pots/Pans, Kitchenware of any Kind 
 

Accepted items: 
-Men’s, woman’s and children’s clothing and shoes.  Belts, Purses, Backpacks, Hats.  

-Soft or Hard toys 14 inches or less  
-Bedsheets, Towels and Curtains  

-CD’s/DVD’s must be in appropriate cases, no burned copies or loose discs 
 
 

Lake Hopatcong Elks Lodge #782  
201 Howard Boulevard  
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07852 

Tarinc35@optonline.net with questions  
 Thank you for your continued support of our Antlers! 

All items donated must be in good, usable condition. The clothing and other items we collect are NOT SHREDDED.  



The Lake Hopatcong Elks
Would Like To Invite You To Join Us 

Winter 
Wonderland

Dinner Dance
FEBRUARY 29, 2020

6:00PM -11:00pm
Live Music To Start @ 7:00PM

Cost: $30.00 Per Person
Includes: Beer, Wine, Soda

Italian Buffet: Meat Lasagna, Chicken Marsala,
White Clam Sauce Over Linguini 

& Much MoreCome

Join Us! For Tickets See Any Bartender Or Contact 
Debi Werner @ 973-668-9302

201 Howard Boulevard · Mount Arlington, NJ 07856 · (973) 398-9835

Tell Your 
Friends!

Tickets

Sold In 

Advance

Only!

Tickets
Sold In 

Advance
Only!



The Lake hopaTcong eLks Lodge #782
201 howard BouLevard • MT. arLingTon, nJ

March 14, 2020

corned Beef & caBBage dinner
drafT Beer, wine & soda

onLy 
$30.00 
per person 

(See the Bartender For tIcketS or call Madelyn 201-230-2596)
Dinner: 6pm-7pm · music & Dancing: 7pm-11pm



 
WILDWOOD 2020 

 
Your $100 deposit to reserve your room for the NJ State Elks Convention in Wildwood to be held June 5th 

 thru June 7th, 2020 is due on March 1st. Please mail your deposit in or drop it off to the lodge TODAY.  We 
cannot guarantee any rooms without a deposit. 

As in years past, your package will include a 2 night Hotel stay (check in Friday, check out Sunday), 
Hospitality Room with unlimited beer, wine, soda, liquor & more, Breakfast on Saturday & Sunday, Lunch on 
Saturday, and Dinner on Friday night and Saturday night.   

This year we will be staying at the Royal Canadian Motel again, located on Atlantic Ave, just ½ block from 
the Boardwalk. The weekend package cost for two people will remain the same as last year…$375 for the entire 
package, and any additional persons staying in the room will be $50 per person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL DEPOSITS ARE DUE BY MARCH 1st 

GET YOUR DEPOSIT IN TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM 
 

If you have any questions, please call me at 973-668-3975 or email me at LGathen@optonline.net 
 

Linda Gathen, PDD, Convention Chairperson 

TOTAL PACKAGE COST $375 
$100 Deposit – due 3/1/20 

$125 towards balance – due by 4/1/20 
$150 remaining balance – due by 5/1/20 

 
Also, there will be NO REFUNDS after 5/1/20 

 

WILDWOOD 2020 – RESERVATION FORM 
NAME : _____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS : ___________________________________________________________ 

CITY : ______________________________ STATE : _________ ZIP : ____________ 

PHONE : _________________ EMAIL : _____________________________________ 

Please indicate whether you would like the same room as last year: ___ Yes ___ No 

**RATE IS $375 BASED ON 2 PEOPLE IN A ROOM** 

ADDITIONAL $50 PER PERSON FOR EACH EXTRA PERSON 16 YRS OLD OR OLDER 

DON’T MISS OUT - RESERVE YOUR ROOM NOW! 
Please give completed form & a deposit check for $100 to Linda Gathen or Madelyn Walrod 

You can also mail the form with your check to : 
Lake Hopatcong Elks, 201 Howard Blvd., Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 

 
For more information, please email LGathen@optonline.net 



Come Join Us

Fish n’ Chips
FEBRUARY 26TH

5:00 pm-7:30pm
(Only $10.00 Per Person)

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

House Committee 
Meeting

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Lodge Meeting

House Committee 
Meeting

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Leap In The Lake



LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS LODGE 
No. 782

201 Howard Boulevard
Mount Arlington, NJ 07856

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night DinnerHouse Committee 
Meeting

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Lodge 
Meeting

House Committee 
Meeting

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Lodge Meeting

Friday Night Dinner

enF state 
CoCktail Party


